Id  1 STORY  OF  SPENCER 


«t  Fi (Jill  fljo  lime  lio  left  Dr.  Slunrt  up  lo  entering  «’ollege.  iu- 

up  -ii*‘  nipilicino  regularly.  In  I8u7  ho  locnfed  at  lluniing- 

bi’i'/,  T'lhois  whrre  ho  renirtltic*!  until  IHriH.  uhen  lie  moved  to 

Sft  'a!  Ic.  ?ooii  built  up  ii  good  priiotico.  lo  ho  *^nt t 

■ r ftir’fbc  !'orfy-lc-cond  Regiment.,  Indiiiua  VoTunleers,  which  was 

1 into  tlic  service  in  August.  He  led  bis  company  in  several 
gojf^ri^ents,  the  principal  ones  being  Perryville  and  Stone  river.  His 
hMlih  ‘ailed  in  the  fall  of  1802,  and  in  March,  1863,  he  resigned,  came 
"^ud  resumed  the  practice  of  medicine.  In  1806  was  candidate  on 
lb*  O tjiocratic  ticket  for  Slate  Senator,  for  the  counties  of  Warrick, 
Sj-’-n-  ’ic  and  Perry;  but  the  odds  being  greatly  against  him  was  defeated, 
ir  f,i6.  oy  a reduced  majority.  In  1878  was  a candidate  on  the  Demo- 
orff  ’jo  *|cket  for  ilepresentalive  in  the  Indiana  Legislature,  and  was  suc- 
; . and  made  a good  representative.  Dr.  James  II.  Bryant  is  now 
Gentryville,  enjoying  a remunerative  practice,  after  many  years 
o'  j'l.Hi  labor. 

JOHN  G.  MYEll 


Ws^  •>  rn  in  the  village  of  Kllngen,  Bavaria,  Germany,  February  lOlh, 
Father’s  name,  Michael  Myer.  Mother’s  maiden  name,  Catharine 
Alci  I der.  Mr.  Myer  received  a common  school  education  in  his  native 
1»oJ,  Uis  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  the  farm.  His  father  died  when 
.luLu  L Myer  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  In  the  year  1847,  the  family, 
consi-^ting  of  (he  mother  and  three  brothers  emigrated  to  the  United 
Landing  at  New  Orleans  they  proceeded  by  steamer  to  Cincin- 
luiti.  *(hio, /arriving  there  in  the  month  of  .June,  remaining  until  the  fol- 
lowing (Jotpher,  In  the  montli  of  September,  John  G.  Myer  was  married 
toSiiS»nna  Devine,  daughter  of  John  Devine,  a native  of  Bavaria,  Gcr- 
mHiiy.  Int'Dctobcr,  1847,  the  family  removed  from  Cincinnati  to  Clermont 
Cmiidv,  Ohio,  having  leased  a farm  near  Batavia  for  a period  of  five  year^ 
At  i IV  rspiration  of  the  lease,  the  family  removed  to  Spencer  County, 
Irui..  t»here  Mr.  Myer  purchased  a farm  of  116  acres,  on  which  he  now  re- 
r*4p:  .n  addition  to  his  business  of  farming,  he  has  also  been  engaged 

in  i'  .(^tiandising  He  has  been  a member  of  the  German  Methodist 
Clu::  i'-.  yor  a period  of  twenty-eight  years.  He  was  a member  of  the 
WliijWp'irty  until  (he  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he 
has  ;}  e been  identified.  In  1861  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Mid- 
ay.,{^0.,  which  office  he  has  held,  with  the  exception  of  a short  "period, 
time.  Is  a charter  member  of  Midway  Lodge,  No.  481,  I.  0.  0.  F. 
y^j^lyer  has  a family  of  seven  children  living,  viz.,  Jacob,  David  M., 
l^y  L.,  Fred.  W.,  Mary  E.,  Catharine  and  Carolina,  all  living  at  home. 
;;  Myer  began  life  with  small  means,  but  by  industry  and  economy  has 
□0  nlated  a handsome  competence,  owning  about  GOO  acres  of  fine  land 
IvsB  Township.  His  brothers  both  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  and 
the  proprietors  of  an  extensive  planing  mill  in  the  City  of  Evans- 
llfUilis  mother  died  during  the  year  1803. 


JOSEPH  D.  ARMSTRONG 


Il  urn  in  Meade  County,  Kentucky,  February  27,  1837  and  lived  on  a farm 
\ «i»^5  spring  of  1849,  when  his  parents  moved  to  Brandenburg,  where, 
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during  ihe  following  two  years,  lie  acquired  j, 
bi3  r«»hcr  met  witli  n serious  reverse  in  buj 
personal  property,  and  from  that  time  on, 
l:  .-d  ti>  earn  hifl^o'vr,  '--idiis.  1862.  he 
in  the  Fickelt  Tobacco  Warehouse,  in  Louisville,  where  he  remained  until 
the  spring  of  1854,  when  he  returned  to  Meade  County  and  labored  on  a 
farm  until  October  1855,  at  which  time  he  emigrated  to  the  west ; but  not 
being  favorably  impressed  with  that  section,  did  not  “ grow  up  with  the 
country.”  He  returned  to  his  native  state;  and,  in  March,  1850,  again 
tried  city  life,  and  obtained  a situation  as  book-keeper  and  salesman  in  a 
wholesale  grocery  bouse  in  Louisville,  where  he  remained  until  April.  1857, 
when  he  came  to  this  county,  and  was  employed  in  the  store  of  Wm. 
Thompson.  Here  he  remained  until  June,  1804,  when  he  moved  Lo  Grand- 
view, and  was  in  the  employ  of  Parker  and  Verhoeff,  as  book-keeper  and 
salesman  up  to  December,  1867,  at  which  time  be  entered  the  Auditor’s 
office  as  deputy,  under  B.  F.  Bridges,  the  present. Auditor,  which  position 
he  held  for  the  period  of  four  years.  In  December,  1871,  he  engaged  in 
agricultural  implement  and  insurance  agency  business,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued about  eighteen  months.  At  the  June  term,  1872,  of  the  County 
Commissioners  he  was  appointed  county  school  examiner,  and  held  that 
office  until  it  was  changed  to  that  of  county  superintendent,  and  was  elec- 
ted to  the  latter  office,  in  1873,  by  the  township  trustees.  In  December 
1876,  he  was  again  chosen  Deputy  Auditor  by  B.  F.  Bridges,  and  is  now 
serving  a second  term  as  such.  In  1878,  he  was  the  Democratic  candi- 
date for  Auditor  of  Spencer  County,  and  was  elected  by  a flattering 
majority,  leading  the  State  and  District  tickets  from  two  to  three  hun- 
dred votes.  He  was  elected  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Jackson  Township 
in  1864;  was  elected  trustee  in  Rockport  in  1873,  and  was  also  school 
trustee  of  Rockport  one  term.  Not  being  satisfied  with  his  limited  educa- 
tion, when  a boy,  Mr.  Armstong,  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  purchased  a 
full  set  of  text  books,  and  studied  regularly  until  after  years.  In  Oct. 
1858,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Amanda  Ilevron,  of  Spencer  County.  In 
August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Captain  Bryant’s  company  (M.)  42d  Indiana 
Vols.  as  a private,  but  was  mustered  into  the  service  as  orderly  sergeant. 
In  October,  1862,  was  discharged  by  reason  of  disability  contracted  while 
in  the  service.  While  living  in  Grandview  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his 
wife,  which  occurred  in  May,  1865.  In  November,  1807,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Maggie  11.  Allen,  a native  of  New  Jersey,  and  in  July,  1808, 
moved  to  Rockport,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Politically,  Mr.  Arm- 
strong is  ail  unswerving  Democrat,  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  every 
campaign  since  1862. 

JAMES  ROMTNE 


Was  born  in  Spencer  County,  March  12,  1832,  and  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  county.  During  the  time  that  he  attended 
the  schools,  lliey  were  in  their  incipioncy  and  more  of  an  experiment  than 
a reality,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  even  a meagre  education 
was  obtained  ; but  being  of  an  indomitable  turn  of  mind,  James  Romine 
succeeded  in  mastering  the  branches  then  taught.  He  afterwards  at- 
tended school  in  Rockport,  where  he  advanced  to  the  higher  branches; 
and  also  attended  a select  school,  taught  by  Jonas  Saunders,  in  Perry 
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by  apai-lun,  «aii  1 ' 

nor.ii.mled  by  the  ijc^tnocraac  County  i 


. oiivcm.  <!?'  c,  . 

elected  by  a handsopu- iimj.nity.  He  wan  rc-noui 

defeated,  together  with  the  entire  county  •icket'.  i <>■ 

nomination  for  representative  of  Spencer  Ci»»mty,  ill  ^ 

and  was  elected  by  five  hundred  and  forty-one  maj. 

ilia  n atrk  1 n 1 1 /\n  rai.  J I.  2*  


received  the  nomination  for  clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court 
the  office,  which  he  now  fills  satisfactorily  to  the  public, 
father  of  James,  was  born  in  Missouri,  AuguH  IT,  1806 


parents  moved  to  Harrison  County,  Indiana,  and  in  181.5,' 

Spencer  County,  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  James  iO  ci 

between  Rockport  and  Grandview.  On  the  5ili  of  April, 
married  lo  Hannah  Gentry,  and  immediately  moved  to  the  farm  w 
now  lives,  in  Clay  Township.  He  joined  the  Baptist  chur*  *•  :.i 
Pigeon,  in  1839,  and  has  remained  a member  of  the  sains  f 

present  time.  At  the  time  that  Mr.  Romine  settled  in  Claj\j'‘..vn: 
nearest  neighbors  were  William  Hoskins,  who  lived  on  the  pK 
Buffaloville,  and  James  Gentry,  at  Gentryville  ; consequently, 
and  family  underwent  all  the  hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life. 


BENJAMIN  F.  BRIDGES 


was  horn  February  7th,  1844,  in  Spencer  County,  Indiana,  His  fathe 
was  a native  of  Ohio,  and  his  mother  of  Indiana.  His  mother  died  when 
he  was  five  years  old,  from  which  time  he  lived  with  his  gramlfather, 
Benjamin  Bridges,  of  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  until  18G1,  when  lie  enlisted 
as  a private  soldier  in  the  25tb  regiment  Indiana  volunteor.s,  from  Spencer 
County— his  grandfather  having  moved  to  the  county  in  1854.  At.  ih> 
battle  of  Ilatchee  Mr.  Bridges  was  wounded  in  tlio  right  leg  by  a minnio 
ball,  which  so  crushed  the  bones  that  amputation  was  necessary.  In  a 
few  days  after  the  amputation,  it  was  decided  by  the  surgeons  that  a 
second  amputation  was  necessary,  which  was  performed,  and  after  the 
wound  had  healed  he  was  discharged  from  the  service  and  returned  to  his 
home  in  Spencer  County.  Ilis  education  was  quite  limited,  but  by  per- 
severance he  soon  acquired  an  education  sufficient  to  be  licensed  to  teach 
in  the  public  schools,  and  during  18G5  and  18GG,  taught  school  in  Jackson 
Township.  In  18G7  he  was  elected  Auditor  of  Spencer  County',  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  under  very  unfavorable  circumstances,  the  Republicans 
having  a majority  of  two  hundred  in  the  county.  In  1870  ho  was  a can- 
didate for  re-election,  but  was  defeated  by  a small  majority.  In  1874,  liis 
friends  again  put  him  forward  as  a candidate  for  Ihe  same  office,  and  he  was 
elected,  and  resumed  the  duties  of  the  office  in  December,  1875.  Ills  pre- 
sent term  of  office  will  expire  in  December,  1879.  Mr.  Bridges  has  made 
a faithful  and  honest  officer,  and  when  he  retires  will  leave  an  untarnished 
official  record.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat  and  always  has  been,  and  was 
the  first  Democrat  elected  to  a County  office,  from  1800  to  1867.  By 
strict  economy  he  has  accumulated  a handsome  properly  near  Rockport, 
where  he  is  carrying  on  fanning  successfully.  In  March,  18G8,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Lizzie  Cooper,  an  coUmoKla  ituttr  o notSvo  Af  Mow  Va»^ 
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